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Khema.

Now she, when Padumuttara was Buddha, became a
slave to others, dependent for her livelihood on others, at
HarjsavatL And one day, seeing the Elder, Sujata, seeking
alms, she gave him three sweet cakes, and at the same time
took down her hair1 and gave it to the Elder, saying:
6 May I in the future become a disciple, great in wisdom, of
a Buddha!' After many fortunate rebirths as Queen among
both gods and men, for that she had wrought good karma
to the uttermost, she became a human, when Vipassi- was
Buddha. [Renouncing the world, she became a learned
preacher of the Norm. Reborn, when Kakusandha was
Buddha, in a wealthy family, she made a great park for the
Order, and delivered it over to the Order with the Buddha
at their head. She did this again when Konagamana was
Buddha. When Kassapa was Buddha she became the
eldest daughter of King Kiki,3 named Barnaul, lived a pious
life, and gave a cell to the Order. Finally, in this Buddha-
era, she was born in Magadha, at Sagala,4 as one of the King's
family, and named Khema. Beautiful, and with skin like
gold, she became the consort of King Bimbisara. While
the Master was at the Bamboo Grove5 she, being infatuated
with her own beauty, would not go to see him, fearing he
would look on this as a fault in her. The King bade persons
praise the' Grove to her to induce her to visit it. And
accordingly she asked him to let her see it. The King went
to the Yihara, and seeing no Master, but determined that
she should not get away, he instructed his men to let the

1 The usual word ' cut off' is not used.

- First of the seven IBuddhas of the Pitakas. See Dialofj-ues of the
Buddha, ii. 3.                    :5 See Ps. xii.                  * Of. Ps. xxsvii.

5 Presented by Bimbisara to the Order, six miles from Rajagaha.
For a more detailed version of this story (I have slightly condensed a
slightly less detailed original^ see Mrs. Bode, -7.JR.J..S., 1893. p. 529 ff.
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